
Freedom Battles - 1960s and 70s



After World War II, people 
expected a better life and 
a better world.



Black Soldiers Returned From a Deeply Racist Army to a Deeply Racist Society



The Black 
Freedom 
Struggle

Black veterans mobilized their 
communities to win the right to 
vote, and to end racist segregation 
and police violence. 









Angela Davis





Birmingham, Alabama, 1963









Attica 
Prison 
Revolt 
1971



Malcolm X



Martin Luther King Jr. 





Each Struggle 
Inspired and 
Emboldened the 
Next One 



The Young Lords

Demanded Self-Determination  
for Puerto Rico and for all 
Oppressed Peoples

“Latino Panthers”



The Rainbow Coalition was formed in 1969 in 
Chicago by leaders of the Black Panther Party, 
the Young Lords, and the Young Patriots (urban 
Southern Whites). They joined forces to fight 
racism, poverty, political corruption, substandard 
housing, and police violence. 

The Rainbow Coalition grew to include Students 
for a Democratic Society (SDS), the Brown Berets 
(Chicano movement), the Red Guard Party 
(Chinese-American youth), and the American 
Indian Movement.

The Rainbow Coalition



The American Indian Movement

Framed by the FBI 
Imprisoned since 1977



State Repression

Malcolm X - Assassinated February 21, 1965

Martin Luther King Jr – Assassinated April 4, 1968 





A Wave of Revolt 
Spread Around 

the World



Paris France
May 1968



Anti-Colonial Wars



Algeria 1954 – 1962

Angola 1961 – 1975

Mozambique 1961 – 1974

Zimbabwe  1964 – 1979

Namibia 1966 – 1974

African Wars for National Independence



The US War in 
Vietnam, 

1955- 1975 

Vietnam War for 
National Independence 

1940 - 1954



American Anti-War Soldiers





The Berkeley Free Speech 
Movement (1964-65) opposed 
the ban against political 
activity on campus and 
demanded the right to free 
speech and academic freedom. 







Kent State Massacre 
(May 4, 1970)

In Mississippi

Ohio National Guards 
kill 4 unarmed students 
and wound 9 others.





Women’s Liberation 









Gay Liberation



The Gay Liberation Front took their 
name from the Vietnamese 
National Liberation Front (NLF)





A Surge of Strikes 

1960s

1970s

(partial list)



Public-sector strikes for 
union recognition 
increased the number 
of women and 
racialized people in 
unions.



As workers raised 
living standards, 
inequality fell to its 
lowest point in the 
20th century.

(Canada, US, UK, 
Australia)



Workers Came Close to 
Seizing Power

• France 1968

• Chile 1972-1973

• Portugal 1974 -1975

• Iran 1979

• Poland 1980 - 1981



300,000 workers participated in 
North America's largest general 
strike. Workers seized radio 
stations, occupied their factories, 
and brought entire towns under 
workers' control.

Quebec General Strike 1972



The Struggle Continues

Egypt 2011



Hope is not believing that the future will be positive.  

Hope is believing that it could be, that it is possible to create a 
world that protects and provides for all. 

Believing this makes the present bearable.

Susan Rosenthal, 2023
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